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Theme: “Heads of State: Ancestry, Coats of Arms, and Flags”

METAMORPHOSIS OF THE LITHUANIAN ARISTOCRACY’S IDENTITY IN THE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY: THE CASE OF MICHAL ROMER

Prof Dr Rimantas Miknys (Lithuanian Institute of History, Vytautas Magnus University)
Summary (in English)

In the 19th-20th centuries, which is often described as an era of symbolic communication
between the individual and the group, conditions were formed for social integration that were
widely perceived as having a cultural basis. On the one hand, this was based on the culture’s
political, and on the other — its ethnic, linguistic elements. The result in both cases was the
modernisation of society and the creation of modern nations. In Central Eastern Europe, which
was in most instances characterised by the destruction of old state structures (especially the
liquidation of the old Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth) and the slow development of a
capitalist economy, the factor integrating individuals here came to be identified as ethnocultural
elements (language, folklore, customs, folk culture). Researchers of nationalism have observed
that here, individuals identified themselves according to ethnocultural elements rather than
belonging to a certain state or according to the state’s territory. However, as facts have shown,
with the formation of modern nations in this region, the former state’s territory often remained
as one of the factors behind an individual’s national identification, often functioning as the
“homeland”, “native land” factor. This paper raises and discusses the question of what kind of
metamorphosis of their mental identification did representatives of the old Lithuanian social
class — the aristocracy — experience, whose identity can be described by the formula “Gente
lituanus, natione polonus”. The case of the famous lawyer and public figure, representative of
an aristocratic family, Michat Pius Romer (Mykolas Romeris), was chosen for this analysis.
Based on the analysis, it may be stated that the main factor determining Romer’s orientation
towards the modern — national — Lithuania, rather than the modern — national — Poland, were
his socialist views and the Lithuanian national movement, which affected him directly, forming
a national ideology and a new concept for the nation. The most important elements of this new
concept were language, folklore, customs and folk culture. The old concept, grounded in a
political nation, withdrew into the background. This was determined by Roémer’s deep patriotic
feelings, his close association with the folk environment and the vitality of the state tradition
he adopted, primarily, from his aristocratic family upbringing.

CV: Rimantas Miknys — doctor of Humanities, Senior Research Fellow at the Lithuanian
Institute of History. In 2000-2008 he held the position of deputy director for scientific matters.
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Summary (in Lithuanian)

LIETUVOS ARISTOKRATIJOS TAPATYBES METAMORFOZES XX A.
PRADZIOJE: MYKOLO ROMERIO ATVEJIS

XIX-XX a., kuris daznai apibiidinamas kaip simbolinés komunikacijos tarp individo ir grupés
epocha, susiformavo salygos visuomenés integracijai placiai suprantamos kultiiros pagrindu.
Vienu atveju buvo remiamasi tos kultiiros politiniais, kitu — etniniais — kalbiniais elementais.
Abiejy atvejy rezultatas — visuomenés modernéjimas ir moderniy tauty susiktirimas. Vidurio
Ryty Europoje, kuriai dauguma atvejy — budingas senyjy valstybiniy struktiiry sunaikinimu
(ypac senosios Abiejy Tauty Respublikos valstybés panaikinimas) bei léta kapitalistinio tikio
raida. Todél individus integruojanciu veiksniu cia tapo etnokultiiriniai elementai (kalba,
folkloras, paprociai, liaudies kultiira). Nacionalizmy tyrinétojai pastebi, kad c¢ia pagal
etnokultirinius o ne pagal valstybing priklausomybe, valstybés teritorijg identifikavo save
individai. Taciau, kaip rodo faktai, buvusios valstybés teritorija, formuojantis modernioms
tautoms Siame regione, daznai tebebuvo vienu i§ individo tautinés identifikacijos faktoriy.
Daznai ji veiké jau kaip ,.tévynés®, ,,gimtosios zemés* veiksnys. PraneSime iskeliamas ir
nagrin¢jamas klausimas kokias mentalinés identifikacijos metamorfozes patyré senosios
Lietuvos visuomenés — aristokratijos — sluoksnio atstovai, kuriy tapatybé apibiidinama formule
— ,,Gente lituanus, natione polonus®. Aiskinimuisi pasirinkta Zymaus teisininko, visuomenés
veikéjo, aristokratiSkos giminés atstovo Mykolo Romerio atvejis. Atliktos analizés pagrindu
konstatuojama, kad pagrindiniu veiksniu nulémusiu M. ROmerio samoningg orientacijg i
modernig — tauting — Lietuva, o ne | modernig — tauting — Lenkijg buvo Romerio socialistinés
pazitiros bei tiesiogiai jj veikes lietuviy tautinis sgjiidis, formaves tauting ideologija bei nauja
tautos sampratg. Sampratg, kurios svarbiausi elementai buvo kalba, folkloras, paprociai,
liaudies kultiira. Senoji — politinés tautos samprata pasitrauké j antraji plang. Tai nulémé
Romerio gilus patriotizmo jausmas, glaudzios sasajos su liaudiska aplinka ir valstybinés
tradicijos gajumas perimtas, pirmiausia, i§ aristokratinés Seimos aplinkos.
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