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Theme: “Heads of State: Ancestry, Coats of Arms, and Flags”

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN TRADITIONAL LITHUANIAN CULTURAL
SYMBOLS AND COATS OF ARMS

Dr Elvyra Usacdiovaité (Lithuanian Culture Research Institute)

Summary (in English)

Traditional Lithuanian cultural symbols are ornaments, signs, and objects passed down through
generations, many of which have survived from the 19th to the first half of the 20th century.
Lithuanian historical coats of arms reflect motifs characteristic of Lithuanian folk art, such as
lilies, stars, and suns. In more recent coats of arms, created in modern times, symbols
representing distinctive crafts and trades, as well as attributes reflecting local legends and
traditions, appear. Analysing them is highly significant for the cultural history of Lithuania.
One of the most important traditional decorative symbols was the lily — a popular motif in
Lithuanian rural culture, used to decorate various household items, including furniture,
Lithuanian crosses, and other objects. When dowry chests, used to transport a bride’s clothes
and fabrics to her husband’s home during the wedding, were decorated with lilies, the lilies
symbolized the bride's purity. Interestingly, a similar motif of three lilies can be seen in the coat
of arms of Alytus District Municipality, which was adopted from the seal of the Alytus
Magistrate dating back to 1792. In modern times, this motif has been slightly transformed in
the coat of arms of Alytus city by stylizing the lily flower. The heraldic lily is much more
commonly found in the coats of arms of Lithuania, as well as those of other countries. It is a
distinctive ornament featuring three petals, with the central one positioned higher than the side
ones. In Lithuanian folk art, the lily motif was often made up of acanthus elements — a specific
plant ornament characterized by large, intricately shaped leaves. The acanthus is also found in
Lithuanian historical coats of arms, where it typically frames the sides of the shield. As a
decorative motif, it has been used throughout Europe since ancient times.

In traditional symbols, the star appears in Lithuanian heraldry, typically in a six-pointed form,
and less often in an eight-pointed shape. Sometimes the star serves as the main accent on the
coat of arms shield or forms part of a composition with other symbols.

Since ancient times, Lithuania has been a land of flax cultivation. By exporting flax fibre and
seeds, rural farmers earned income. The care of flax is a characteristic feature of archaic
Lithuanian folk traditions. Therefore, flax appears in the coats of arms of some Lithuanian
towns (Uzpaliai, Sakiai, Kupiskis, Vabalninkas), depicted as flax stalks, bundles tied for sale,
or bundles of flax being weighed. The coats of arms of these regions also reflect other folk
traditions, such as the long-standing custom in Graziskiai of the 'Syvis' dance, performed
between Christmas and Epiphany. The image of a person dressed as a horse is featured in the
coat of arms of Graziskiai.



Summary (in Lithuanian)
TRADICINIU LIETUVOS KULTUROS SIMBOLIU SASAJOS SU HERBAIS

Tradiciniai Lietuvos kultiiros simboliai yra ornamentai, zenklai ir daiktai, kurie buvo
perduodami i§ kartos j karta, daug jy uzfiksuota XIX—XX a. I pusés laikotarpiu. Lietuvos
istoriniuose herbuose atsispindi tokie lietuviy liaudies dekorui biidingi motyvai kaip lelijos,
zvaigzdés, saulutés. Naujesniuose, misy laikais sukurtuose herbuose — savitus darbus bei
verslus simbolizuojantys, vietos legendas ir paprocius reiskiantys atributai. Jy analizavimas
turi didele reikSme miisy kulttiros istorijai.

Vienas svarbiausiy tradiciniy puosybos simboliy buvo lelija — populiarus motyvas Lietuvos
kaimo kultiiroje, vartotas jvairiy buities reikmeny — baldy, lietuvisky kryziy ir kity daikty —
dekorui. Kai lelijomis budavo iStapomos kraitinés skrynios, skirtos nuotakos drabuziams ir
audeklams perveZzti per vestuves j vyro namus, lelijos simbolizavo merginos tyrumg. [domu,
kad toks trijy lelijy motyvas pastebimas Alytaus rajono savivaldybés herbe, kuris perimtas i$
1792 m. i$ Alytaus magistrato antspaudo; musy laikais motyvas Alytaus miesto herbe yra kiek
transformuotas — stilizuojant lelijos ziedg. Kur kas dazniau Lietuvos kaip ir kity Saliy herbuose
sutinkama heraldinés lelijos forma: savitas ornamentas, sudarytas i$ trijy Ziedlapiy, kuriy
vidurinis iSkeltas aukS¢iau nei Soniniai. Lietuviy liaudies mene lelijos motyvas daznai biidavo
sudarytas i§ akanto elementy — specifinio augalinio ornamento, pasiZymin¢io masyviais
karpytais lapais. Akantas taip pat pastebimas Lietuvos istoriniuose herbuose, aprémindavo
herbo skyda i§ Sony. Kaip puoSybinis motyvas zinomas visoje Europoje nuo Antikos laiky.

I§ tradiciniy Zenkly Lietuvos heraldikoje pastebima zZvaigzde, Sesiy, reCiau astuoniy kampy
forma. Kartais zvaigzdé btina pagrindinis akcentas herbo skyde arba sudaro bendra
kompozicija su kitais zenklais.

Nuo seny laiky Lietuva buvo liny augintojy krastas. Eksportuodami liny pluosta ir sémenis
kaimo tkininkai uzsidirbdavo pajamy. Riipinimasis linais budingas archajiniuose lietuviy
liaudies paprociuose. Todél ir kai kuriy Lietuvos miesty herbuose figtiruoja /inai (UzZpaliai,
Sakiai, Kupiskis, Vabalninkas), — pavaizduoti jy pédai, griztés, suristos pardavimui arba
sveriami liny pundeliai. Vietoviy herbuose atsispindi ir kiti liaudies paprociai, pvz., ilgai islikes
Graziskiy miestelyje, Syvio Sokdinimas, atlieckamas laikotarpiu tarp Kalédy ir Trijy Karaliy,
vaiks¢iojancio zmogaus, persirengusio zirgu, pavaizduotas Graziskiy miestelio herbe.

CV: Elvyra Usaciovaité — humanitariniy m. dr., vyresnioji mokslo darbuotoja. Lietuvos kultiros
tyrimy instituto Balty ir Lietuvos kultiros istorijos tyrimy skyriaus vadove. 1980 m. baigé Vilniaus
universiteto Istorijos fakultetq jgydama istorikés specialybe; 1993 m. apgyné humanitariniy
moksly istorijos krypties disertacijq ,, Lietuviy valstieciy baldy puosyba XIX-XX a. pirmojoje
puséje”. Nuo 1988 m. dirba Kultiros ir meno institute (dabar — Lietuvos kultiivos tyrimy
institutas), nuo 2002 m. — Balty kultiiros skyriaus vadové, nuo 2014 m. ,,Senovés balty kultira:
nematerialusis paveldas™ temos vadoveé. Institute periodiskai organizuoja mokslines
konferencijas, kuriose dalyvauja jvairiy specialybiy humanitarai (religijotyrininkai,
archeologai, folkloristai, etnologai, literatitrologai) ne tik is Lietuvos, bet ir is kaimyniniy Saliy.
15 viso surengta 18 konferencijy, jy pagrindu publikuotos testinio leidinio ,,Senovés balty
kultiira “ desimt teminiy knygy.

Moksliniy tyrimy sritys: Senovés balty religinés apeigos, remiantis rasytiniais Saltiniais;
tradiciniai pagoniski ir krikscioniski simboliai Lietuvos kultiiroje bei pasauléjautoje iki miisy
dieny.

Recenzuojamy  testiniy  moksliniy leidiniy, Zurnaly redakciniy kolegijy  narys:
,,Senovés balty kultira * redkolegijos naré ir sudarytoja.



